SPAIN & PORTUGAL ODYSSEY
WITH TOUR DIRECTOR BRADLEY DICK
21 Days Departing 6th April 2014

Spain & Portugal Odyssey

Alhambra Palace, Granada
Located on the Iberian Peninisula, Spain & Portugal are two countries that have attracted travellers and sightseers for centuries. Rich
in history, culture and natural beauty the Iberian Peninsula deserves more than the stock standard 10-14 day visit. This tour offers
the chance to see the spectacular Costa Verde in the north with its open sea on one side and beautiful mountains on the other, the
vibrant Portugese cities of Lisbon and Oporto located on the Atlantic Coast, the cities of Seville and Granada rich in Arabic culture
and architecture and finally the eye opening Mediterranean coast with visits to Marbella, Valencia and Barcelona. As with any tour it is
impossible to see everything, but this gets close.
DAY 1 – SUN 6 APR: ARRIVE MADRID
Welcome to Madrid! On arrival at Madrid
Airport you will be transferred to your hotel.
After a short meeting we head out for a
Welcome Dinner in a local restaurant to get to
know your fellow travellers and a first view of
Madrid. On our way home we pass by Madrid’s
beautifully illuminated fountains and boulevards
to see the city sparkle at night. (D)
DAY 2 – MON 7 APR: MADRID SIGHTSEEING
We start our day with a visit to the ancient
capital of Spain, Toledo. With our local guide
we visit the Cathedral, the Jewish Quarter and
its main square Plaza Zocodover. After some
free time we return to Madrid to see Plaza España,
the Royal Palace and drive the elegant boulevards
of the Paseo de la Castellana and the Gran Vía
passing through Puerta del Sol to visit Plaza Mayor.
The rest of the afternoon and evening is free
to explore, maybe take in one of Madrid well
known collection of Art Galleries such as the Prado.
(BB)

DAY 3 – TUE 8 APR: MADRID - ÁVILA SALAMANCA
Today we head north through the Guadarrama
Mountains stopping first at the Valle de los
Caídos (Valley of the Fallen), Franco’s memorial
to those who lost their lives in the Spanish
Civil War. For Lunch we head to Avila, one of
the best preserved medieval towns in Spain
and once home of Santa Teresa. Free time
is given not only for lunch but also to view
its incredible walls which were begun in the
11th Century and today stretch 2.5 km (1.5 mi),
being supported by 88 enormous towers.
The Cathedral, which looks more like a fortress,
as well as the Convento de Santa Teresa
are also worth a visit. Then it’s a short
drive to the University town of Salamanca
where our local guide shows us the Roman
Bridge, built in the 1st Century, both the Old
& New Cathedrals, the University, which was
founded in 1218 and is the oldest in Spain, as
well as Plaza Mayor, one of the finest central
squares anywhere in Spain. (BB,D)

Barcelona Tango
DAY 4 – WED 9 APR: SALAMANCA - BURGOS SAN SEBASTIÁN
First stop today is the city of Burgos, the final resting
place of “El Cid”. Free time is given to visit the
Cathedral, Spain’s third largest which is approaching
its 800th birthday, Saint Maria’s Arch, Plaza Mayor
and Casa del Cordón. After time for lunch we
head off to San Sebastián and the beautiful Basque
Country. Tonight we visit a typical restaurant to try
local Basque dishes prepared the Basque way all
washed down with a little local wine. (BB,D)

Madrid

DAY 5 – THU 10 APR: SAN SEBASTIÁN
SIGHTSEEING
We head first to Monte Igueldo to admire
the incredible views overlooking San
Sebastián, the bay and Santa Clara Island.
Next stop is the Parte Viejo (Old Town)
where our guide will show us Constitution
Square - where once the city’s bullfights took
place - Santa María Basílica, Sarriegi Square it’s
then on to the Old Port and the Town Hall.
To finish off our sightseeing we visit a
local Cider House for a tasting. The rest
of the afternoon and evening is free,
a chance for you try local dishes such as
squid, hake and sardines, or the try the local
“Chacolí” wine. (BB)
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Oporto
DAY 6 – FRI 11 APR: SAN SEBASTIÁN SANTILLANA DEL MAR - GIJÓN
Leaving San Sebastián we head along
the Cantabrian Coast, first a short photo
stop in Bilbao to view the Guggenheim
Museum then we head to Santillana del Mar.
Appearing like a film set this medieval village
is a jewel with its cobbled streets and stone
buildings. We will then have free time to
visit the village to see the “Torre de Merino”
(Merino Tower), Ramón Pelayo Square, and
the 12th Century Collegiate Church. After
time for lunch we pass Llanes which marks
the beginning of the “Costa Verde” (Green
Coast), one of the most beautiful in Spain
with its sea on one side and wooded inland
backed by beautiful mountains on the
other, to the port city of Gijón for a short
orientation then time to explore its port
or beaches. (BB,D)

DAY 8 – SUN 13 APR: SANTIAGO DE
COMPOSTELA SIGHTSEEING
Today is our chance to visit one of the most
famous pilgrimage sites in Europe. We
start off with a visit to the Cathedral with
the Apostle St. James buried in the crypt
along with his two disciples, St Theodore &
St. Athanasius. We enter passing the
Obradoiro façade and the Doorway of Glory,
built in the late 12th Century to admire
High Altar behind which pilgrims climb the
stairs to kiss the saint’s mantle. Obradoiro
Square is next along with the Town Hall,
College of San Jerómino, the Hostal and
finally a trip to the “Barrio Alto” (Old Town)
with its maze of narrow streets. The rest
of the day is at leisure to absorb this
most incredible of city’s perhaps try
local dishes like “Pulpo a la Gallega”
(Galician Octopus). (BB)

DAY 7 – SAT 12 APR: GIJÓN - A CORUÑA SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA
Today we continue along the Green Coast
with its incredible views before heading for
the Galician city of A Coruña. With such a
rich maritime history, the Spanish Armada
with its fleet of 130 men-of-war sailed from
here to defeat by the English in 1588, it’s no
surprise that the town is built around its
harbour. We start with a visit to the Hercules
Tower (the Lighthouse), built in 2nd Century
and the oldest functioning lighthouse in the
world, before going to the Old Town with
its narrow cobbled streets and peaceful
squares. Plazuela de Santa Bárbara is worth
a visit as well as the Church of Saint James,
the oldest church in the city with its timber
roof. Plaza Maria Pita with its many terrace
cafés and the city’s flamboyant Town Hall
is another place to relax. Next is the short
drive to the pilgrimage town of Santiago
de Compostela where we spend our next 2
nights. (BB,D)

DAY 9 – MON 14 APR: SANTIAGO DE
COMPOSTELA - OPORTO
Leaving Spain we head for Oporto,
Portugal’s second largest city as well as
the one that give Portugal its name.
With our guide we visit the Ribeira District
with its riverfront promenade with its
spectacular views of Dom Luís I Bridge.
We visit the Church of St. Francis built in
the 14th Century with its altars covered in
almost 100kg (220lb) of gold leaf. Its then
off to the Stock Exchange to for a visit
with Oporto’s past and present money men.
Inside we see the Arabian Hall, with its
impressive Moorish designs many of them
guilded in gold leaf. We then cross to
the river to visit the Vila Nova de Gaia Wine
Stores with its riverside promenade lined with
barcos rabelos, flat bottom boats designed
to carry wine down the Duoro River. Here we
visit and then sample one Portugal’s most
famous exports, Port Wine. Tonight we eat
in a local restaurant to try all the flavours of
Northern Portugal. (BB,D)

Lisbon

DAY 10 – TUE 15 APR: OPORTO - OBIDOS LISBON
This morning is free to wander and explore
the backstreets of Oporto, a chance to
test your photographic skills one its
multicoloured riverside houses or just
sample some of the local pastries for
morning tea. We then head to the town
of Obidos with its mighty walls, beautiful
cobbled streets and whitewashed houses.
The afternoon will be free to maybe
walk the city walls for impressive, if not
nail-biting, views of the city. There is also
the 13th Century castle converted firstly
in a palace and now a pousada (up-market inn)
or perhaps head down to take photos of
the 16th Century, 3km (1.8mi) aquaduct.
Its then a short drive to Lisbon and the
mighty Tejo River. Tonight we head out
for a traditional dinner at a restaurant
on the banks of the Tejo River. (BB,D)

DAY 11 – WED 16 APR: LISBON SIGHTSEEING
This morning we head to the village of
Sintra to visit the once Summer Palace of
the Portuguese Royal Family. Afterwards
it is off to the small fishing village Cascais
along the Atlantic coast passing exclusive
resorts such as Estoril, the setting for James
Bonds “Casino Royal”. We then return to
Lisbon to continue our tour visiting the
Jeronimo Monastery, the Belem Quarter with
its Belem Tower as well as the Monument to
the Discoveries. We then drive the Liberty
Avenue to see Lisbons most beautiful square,
Praça Rossio. The rest of the afternoon
and evening is free to maybe explore the
Alfama district or head up to Bairro Alto for
spectacular view over the city. (BB)
DAY 12 – THU 17 APR: LISBON - ALGARVE
- SEVILLE
We say “adeus” to Portugal today but
not before we visit one of its most iconic
regions, the Algarve. Taking its name from
“Al-Gharb”, the Arabic word for west, it is
today home of Portugal’s most well known
resorts. We stop for lunch and time to gaze
out onto the Atlantic Ocean and admire its
magnificent beaches. We then cross back
into Spain and onto the capital of Andalucía
and home of “Carmen”, Seville. Andalucía is
renowned for its food, so tonight we head
out to experience some local specialties.
Afterwards we experience a show of Spain’s
most famous dance, Flamenco. (BB,D)

Seville
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DAY 13 – FRI 18 APR: SEVILLE SIGHTSEEING
Today with our local guide we head off to the Barrio
de Santa Cruz. This once home to Seville’s Jewish
population, “Juderia”, is today is a postcard photo
around every corner. Next we visit the Cathedral,
one of Spain’s grandest and today the final resting
place of Christopher Columbus. After our tour of the
Cathedral we then stop for photos of the Giralda
Tower, the Alcazar as well as the Indies Archives.
We then climb aboard for our horse and carriage
ride through the Maria Luisa Park, built for the
Ibero-American Fair of 1929, to visit what many
consider the finest square in Spain, Plaza de España.
The rest of the afternoon and evening is yours to
simply wander and take in one of Spain’s most
impressive cities. (BB)

DAY 17 – TUE 22 APR: GRANADA - VALENCIA
This morning is dedicated to the Alhambra.
The Calat Alhambra (Red Palace) would have
to be one of the most remarkable fortresses
ever built standing atop of a wooded hill
with incredible views of the city below. With
a local guide our visit includes the Nasrid
Palace with its Lions Courtyard and Hall
of Ambassadors, the Emperor Charles V’s
Palace and the Generalife. We then leave
Granada to head off along the Costa Blanca
whose long beaches and turquoise waters
attract foreigners and locals alike 12 months
of the year. Heading past Alicante and
Benidorm, the end of our day sees us arrive
in the beautiful coastal city. (BB, D)

DAY 14 – SAT 19 APR: SEVILLE - GIBRALTAR MARBELLA
Today the sun awaits us today on the aptly
named “Costa del Sol”. Heading south
down towards Jerez de la Frontera, Spain’s
sherry capital, we arrive at Gibraltar locally
known as “The Rock”. After passing through
passport formalities we visit this most
unique of British Colonies where Spanish
and English meet and over time have fused
together. We visit St. Michael’s Cave as well
as the Barbary Apes, Europe’s only wild
primates, and guardians of the colony. It’s
then off to Marbella, the Costa del Sol’s
glitziest resort, overlooked by the dramatic
Sierra Blanca. Tonight we head off for a
true Mediterranean dinner in our restaurant
located near the sea. (BB,D)

DAY 18 – WED 23 APR: VALENCIA
SIGHTSEEING
With a local guide we start with a panoramic
tour of the city including Calatrava’s City of
Arts & Sciences, the Fine Arts Museum, Torres
de Serrano, Torres de Quart. We then continue
with a walking tour through the old town to
see the Plaza de la Virgen, Cathedral with its
claim of having the “Holy Grail”, the chalice
from which Christ sipped during the last supper
and the Palau de la Generalitat. The rest of the
day and evening is at leisure to perhaps try
Valencia’s most famous dish, Paella. (BB)

DAY 15 – SUN 20 APR: MARBELLA AT LEISURE
The entire day and evening is yours at leisure
and with a hotel located near the beach the
whole day is set aside to do as you please.
Puerto Banus, The Costa del Sol’s most
exclusive marina is nearby and worth a visit for
those who want to mix with the jet setters of
this world and admire its collection a multimillion
dollar yachts. For those interested we will be
making a trip the Old Quarter of Marbella to see
its white-walled houses and narrow streets which
converge on the pretty Plaza de los Naranjos
which is the heart of the Old Town and over
looked by the Town Hall. (BB)
DAY 16 – MON 21 APR: MARBELLA - MIJAS GRANADA
We leave the sea behind to visit one of
the true gems of the Iberian Peninsula, the
city of Granada. On route we stop at Mijas,
perched up in the hills overlooking the
Costa del Sol. Littered with pretty white
houses decorated with iron grills this town
sitting 450m above sea level has become
a centre for Andalusian arts and crafts
ranging from pottery, basket work and
woven goods. After time to explore and for
lunch, we head off for Granada. On arrival
we meet our local guide who takes us on
stroll through the Albacin Quarter, the oldest
Moorish settlement in Granada, finishing
at the Cathedral where we see the tombs
of Isabella & Ferdinand (BB,D)

DAY 19 – THU 24 APR: VALENCIA - PEÑÍSCOLA
- BARCELONA
Heading north we follow the Costa del
Azahar, “the Orange Blossom Coast”, with its
coastal plain a sea of orange groves whose
scented flowers give the area it’s name. On
route we stop at the picturesque town of
Peñiscola, sitting on a rocky peninsula under
its 14th Century castle built by the Templar
Knights. After some free time we head of to
Barcelona, a city dominated by the works
of Antonio Gaudí. This afternoon we visit
Gaudí’s Guell Park where visitors get the
impression they are entering an enchanted
forest with its mushroomed shaped pavilions
and mosaic dragon. Afterwards it’s a local
restaurant to try a Catalan buffet washed
down with some local wines. Our trip home
shows us the Magic Fountains an incredible
sound and light show performed with the old
Royal Palace as its backdrop. (BB,D)

Barcelona

DAY 20 – FRI 25 APR: BARCELONA SIGHTSEEING
We first head off to Gaudi’s masterpiece
“Sagrada Familia”, with its famed Nativity
Façade to admire one of the finest pieces of
Modernist architecture in Europe. Then it’s
off to Montjuic to see the Stadium built for
the 1992 Olympics and to admire incredible
views over the city, port and sea. We then
continue to see the Casa Milà, Casa Pedrera
and Casa Batlló all of which decorate the
Passeig de Gràcia, Barcelona’s most elegant
street. We finish with stroll through the
Gothic Quarter, to admire its Cathedral and
the lively Rambla, the city’s most well known
pedestrian promenade. The rest of the day
is at leisure to take in this most vibrant of
cities or perhaps a visit to the Camp Nou the
home of Football Club Barcelona. Tonight
we head out for a farewell dinner to say
goodbye to new friends. (BB,D)
DAY 21 – SAT 26 APR: DEPART BARCELONA
Our memorable tour comes to an end with a transfer
to the airport. Departure transfers arrive at Barcelona
Airport at 07:00, 09:00 & 11:00. (BB)

Meal Key:
(BB) = Buffet Breakfast (D) = Dinner

Granada

Seville
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Tour Inclusions

21 day tour prices:

Highlights & Sightseeing

Tour price:
xxx per person twin per person

Sunday 6th April - Saturday 26th April inclusive

Single supplement:
xxx per person
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Included First Class Services
20 nights accommodation in 4-5 star hotels including all
service charges and taxes
A luxury air-conditioned 40 seater coach with on board restroom
and extra leg room
Arrival and departure transfers with tour coach at the time specified
Services of Bradley Dick Tour Director

Included Premium Highlights
In depth tours with local guides in Madrid, Valley of the Fallen, Salamanca,
San Sebastián, Santiago de Compostela, Oporto, Lisbon, Seville, Gibraltar,
Granada, Alhambra, Valencia and Barcelona
Audio headsets for all guided tours
Porterage (1 large bag) at all hotels
Premium Highlights (paid entrances); Toledo Cathedral, Valley of the Fallen,
Cider tasting in San Sebastián, Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela,
Port tasting in Oporto, Church of St. Francis in Oporto, Stock Exchange in
Oporto, Summer Palace in Sintra, San Jeronimo Monastery in Lisbon, Seville
Cathedral, Royal Chapel in Granada, Alhambra Palace and Generalife
Horse and Carriage ride in Seville
Tips for staff at all included meals

Included Quality Dining
20 full buffet breakfasts.
13 three course evening meals with 2 drinks included

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES
Contact your local Travel Agent

